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" Enigma " Variations (1899) and " The Dream of Gerontius "
(1900) made it evident that in Edward Elgar (1858-1934)
England had a great composer—her first since the death of
Purcell in 1695.
CHAPTER LXXXI
TWENTIETH-CENTURY BRITAIN
§ 355. new conditions.—A whole volume would be required
to give even an outline of the social and economic changes
which have come over our country since the death of Queen
Victoria. In this brief chapter we cannot do more than give
their general direction.
Of course, the dominating factor of the period was the Great
War. At the time it seemed that it had caused a revolution in
the social and economic structure of the nation ; but now that
it is a quarter of a century behind us we can see that in many
respects it merely hastened changes that were already taking
place. In that respect as in others, its effects resembled those
of the last great war—that fought against Napoleon.
For instance, it gave a further impulse to the mechanisation
of industry. With the whole nation mobilised for war for the
first time in its history, there was a tremendous demand for
machinery ; which, when once devised and constructed by
expert engineers, will turn out goods with a minimum of
attention.
Another tendency strengthened by the war was the improve-
ment in the pay of unskilled as compared with that of skilled
labour. In the middle of the nineteenth century there had
been a marked distinction between them ; but the Trade
Unions had always worked for a levelling up of the lower grades,
on the general principle that every man has a right to a wage
sufficient to enable him to bring up a family in reasonable
comfort. And as we have seen, much of the increased demand

